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NEW ‘BACKROADS OF MONTANA’ PREMIERS ON MONTANA PBS 
MISSOULA--
Local history, aviary art and skills from the homesteading era are featured in the latest 
episode of "Backroads of Montana," a Montana PBS series that highlights interesting people, 
places and events from around the Treasure State.
The 17th installment of the series, "Backroads of Montana: Wheels and Wings," 
premieres at 7 p.m. Wednesday, May 29, on Montana PBS, which is on KUFM-TV channel 
11 in Missoula, KUSM-TV channel 9 in Bozeman and AT&T Cable across the state.
"We really fly all over the state during this program," said John Twiggs, who co­
produces "Backroads of Montana" with Gus Chambers, Ray Ekness and host William Marcus 
of The University of Montana Broadcast Media Center. "It’s great to show the diversity of the 
Big Sky."
The first stop in "Wheels and Wings" is an aviary in Moccasin. Is it a simple aviary or 
is it art? Only the birds that visit Tom Spika know for sure. Then viewers fly back to 1928, 
when Montana received its first airmail delivery in Great Falls.
Next it’s off to Sidney to revisit history at the MonDak Heritage Center and the 
historic Snowdon Bridge. Natural history abounds as the program then flies to Snake Butte on 
the Fort Belknap Indian Reservation.
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Finally, the show comes full circle as viewers learn the skills necessary to survive the 
homesteading era with Deer Lodge wheelwright Dave Watkins.
Throughout the program, William Marcus takes viewers on a tour of the Museum of 
the Rockies in Bozeman.
"Montana has so many great people," said Marcus, a Montana native, popular program 
host of KUFM Montana Public Radio and director of UM’s Broadcast Media Center. "We’re 
happy to be able to tell their stories to the rest of the state."
"Backroads of Montana," produced by UM’s Broadcast Media Center and KUFM-TV, 
has won four Program of the Year awards from the Montana Broadcasters Association and a 
national Award of Distinction from the Communicator Awards. The program was nominated 
for an Emmy Award from the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences Seattle 
Chapter in 2001.
Funded by grants from the Greater Montana Foundation, Travel Montana and The 
University of Montana, the program is seen around the world as part of the PBS Heartland 
USA international broadcasts. Segments from "Backroads" are available on the American Field 
Guide Web site at www.pbs.org.
Montana PBS is a service of UM and Montana State University-Bozeman.
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